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  Chair's Corner

I’m sorry to report that my request for you to identify  members deserving of 

recognition  went unanswered.  Is it possible that the Chicago Section does not possess a 

single member who is worthy of recognition?  I think not. Please take the time to contact 

IEEE Chicago Section Awards Chair, Safoora Fatima, with the identity of an individual you 

believe deserves to be honored and a short description of 100 words or less of why this 

individual is deserving of recognition. Safoora will take it from there.

The call for nominations of new Chicago Section officers  is covered in this issue. 

Without the members who unselfishly give of their time and talent, there would be no 

technical presentations, no programs, no e-Scanfax and on and on. If you feel you are 

qualified to take on a leadership role in Section Activities, please consider putting your hat 

in the ring. Contact Connie Kelly for details. 

Lastly, consider attending the Chicago Section Awards dinner  on May 22. It is a 

wonderful opportunity to meet the Chicago area IEEE Fellow Award recipients for 2007. 

    

Regards,

John Zulaski

P.S. I hope you’ve put Tuesday evening, June 26, 2007 on your calendars for the Kane

County Cougars baseball game  for IEEE members and their families.
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Upcoming Events:

Click here for the calendar
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Safoora Fatima, Chair

Chicago Section Awards

Looking For Outstanding Members

Do you know a Chicago Section member who, through his or her professional and 

technical abilities, has made outstanding and noteworthy contributions to the Section, 

fellow professionals, the community, and humanity? Consider nominating that person for 
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Outstanding Member of the Chicago Section . The award is not designed to 

recognize a single achievement, but rather collective contributions. The first step is to 

contact the IEEE Chicago Section Awards Chair Safoora Fatima. As a starting point, she 

will need the identity of the individual to be honored and a short description (100 words or 

less) of why the individual is deserving of recognition. Safoora will then guide you through 

the next steps. The nomination deadline has been extended to April 30.
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Connie Kelly, Chair

Nominating Committee

Seeking Chicago Section Board Members

The Chicago Section is looking for a few good members who are interested in being a 

part of the Section leadership. Members who would like to run for office for the 2007-

2008 term should submit a letter of intent to Connie Kelly, Nominating Committee Chair, 

by April 15, 2007. Please include the positions that interest you, a short general resume, 

your IEEE activities, a statement of your IEEE goals and objectives, and your telephone 

number.

Balloting will be held during the month of May with results announced in the June e-

Scanfax. Officers serve from July 1 to June 30. Candidates must have a working knowledge 

of IEEE and the Chicago Section and must be available for Section meetings held the 

second Tuesday of the month at DeVry University in Addison, Illinois. A training session 

will be held in June for incoming officers.
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Chicago IEEE Fellows 

May 22 Dinner To Honor Three New Fellows

The IEEE Chicago Section will honor three members who have been raised to the rank 

of IEEE Fellow at a dinner on Tuesday, May 22, 2007. Alan V. Sahakian of 

Northwestern University  was elevated to fellow for contributions to electrophysiology 

of atrial cardiac arrhythmias, Xiaochuan Pan of the University of Chicago  for 

contributions to nuclear and non-invasive imaging, and John Estey of S&C Electric 

Company  for leadership in developing power system distribution equipment. 

Jim Sweitzer , PhD will 

make the featured 

presentation, “Acting on the 

Truth: How you can Help 

Re-Set the Global 

Thermostat and Save the 

Planet! ” Jim is principal of 

Science Communications 

Consultants, which is dedicated 

to making science accessible, 

exciting, and inspiring to all. 

He began his career at the 

Adler Planetarium, Chicago, 



and later helped create the University of Chicago’s Center for Astronomical Research 

in Antarctica. He made two trips to the South Pole and facilitated the first live video 

broadcast from the Pole. Jim then became Director of Special Projects for the Rose Center 

for Earth and Space at the American Museum of Natural History in New York where he 

produced the award-winning sky show, “Passport to the Universe.” He returned to Chicago 

to become Director of DePaul University’s Space Science Center, acting as liaison between 

NASA’s Space Science missions and a seven-state Midwestern region. 

On May 22nd, a no-host reception will begin at 6:00pm followed by dinner at 7:00pm 

at the White Eagle Restaurant. The ticket cost of $35.00 per person covers a seven course 

all-you-can-eat family style dinner that includes such favorites as beef brisket and 

mostaccioli marinara.  There is a cash bar. Spouses and guests are welcome. Please make 

your reservation by calling the IEEE reservation line (630) 493-4333 by noon Monday, 

May 21. Identify the banquet and give your first and last name and phone number. The 

White Eagle Restaurant is located in Niles, Illinois, at 6839 North Milwaukee Avenue 

between Devon and Touhy.
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Chicago Section Social Outing

Kane County Cougars Game

The Kane County Cougars  baseball game social outing for IEEE members and 

their families is Tuesday evening, June 26, 2007. 

Come, join the fun. The picnic starts at 5 PM and the game will start at 6:30PM. 

Hamburgers, hotdogs, and pop will be provided. We will be in the left field bleachers. The 

cost of the event is $10 per person. To order tickets, Chicago Section members are asked to 

write a check payable to the IEEE-Chicago Section and indicate Cougars and the number 

of tickets desired on the check. Mail the check to the Chicago Section mailbox, 335 E. 

Geneva Road PMB # 389, Carol Stream, IL 60188. Tickets can be picked up at the ballpark 

on the day of the event.
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Future Engineers

Scholarship Applications Due

The deadline for applications for the Chicago Chapter of the IEEE Electromagnetic 

Compatibility (EMC) Society annual scholarship is May 22, 2007. Applicants must be 

pursuing an undergraduate or graduate degree in an EMC-related field, such as electronic 

or electrical engineering or physics and demonstrate an interest in EMC or signal integrity. 

Financial need is not a requirement for the scholarship, but students with financial need 

are strongly urged to apply. For a copy of the application, visit the EMC Chicago Chapter 

website. Direct questions to EMC Scholarship Chair Bob Hofmann .
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Illinois Engineering Council

Seeking Engineering Award Nominees

Do you know of an engineering project, a significant process, a contribution towards 

solving an engineering problem, or some industrial research that contributed to meeting a 

human or social need? Consider nominating it for an Illinois Engineering Council (IEC) 

Outstanding Engineering Achievement Award.  The nomination deadline has been 

extended to April 30. The IEC represents over twenty engineering societies, including 

IEEE, and serves as an advocate for education, registration and public safety. For more 

information on nominating worthy projects, visit the IEC website.  Or email Andy Gremer.
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NetSecure07

Conference Teaches How To Keep Computers Safe

With about 200 attendees and 27 different breakout sessions, NetSecure07 was 

deemed a resounding success by those gathered for the wine and cheese reception at the 

end of the day. The conference, which was held on the Illinois Institute of Technology 

Rice Campus in Wheaton on Wednesday, March 21, attracted attendees from such 

organizations as Alcatel-Lucent, Baxter, Cisco, FBI, IBM, Microsoft, and Motorola.

The conference examined the threats that viruses, data and identity thieves, and 

terrorists pose to computer networks. It provided an opportunity for interdisciplinary 

discussions between forensics experts, who figure out how security breaches occur, and 

security professionals, who make sure they don’t happen again. Interestingly, Russia and 

the Baltic are the source of both the bad and the good: Most viruses and most forensic 

tools come from that part of the world. Without much government regulation, it’s the new 

“Wild West.”

Several sessions dealt with Honey Pots, which are vulnerable computers that are 

placed on a network to attract and collect information on attempts to infect the network. A 

new technology potentially used by terrorists is steganography, which involves hiding 

messages in pictures. While invisible to the naked eye, a digital filter can pick out the 

messages. 

These were just a few of the insights from the Fifth Annual Computer and Network 

Security Conference and Expo sponsored by IIT's Center for Professional Development, 

IEEE Communications Society, IEEE Fox Valley, and UniForum Chicago. Preparations are 

already being made for the Sixth. Plan to be there and learn about this vital issue, which 

affects every computer on the planet, including yours!
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Contact Us:

Send address corrections to:

IEEE Membership

440 Hoes Ln.

Piscataway, NJ08854-1331

or by phone (800) 678-4333

or on the website: www.ieee.org

Contact us at:

IEEE CHICAGO SECTION

Mail and Delivery: 335 E. Geneva Road PMB # 389

Carol Stream, IL 60188

Voicemail: 630.493.4333

Website: www.ieeechicago.org/
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